
MINUTES 
CITY OF MARENGO 

CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

Marengo Council Chambers 
August 13, 2025 

Call to Order by Mayor Rabe at 6:00 p.m. on August 13, 2025.  Council Officials Present: Jenni Olson, John Hinshaw, Bill Kreis, 
Karen Wayson-Kisling. Absent: Travis Schlabach. Quorum declared by Rabe. 
Staff and Press Present: Admin./Clerk Karla Marck; Deputy Clerk Alli Gerard; Police Chief Ben Gray; Public Works Director 
Lonnie Altenhofen; Financial Manager Ellen O’Rourke, Library Director Jackie Jordan; Attorney Gage Kensler, Managing Editor 
Winona Whitaker, Hometown Media.   
Members of the Public Present: Scott Hamlin, Steven Deimerly, Margaret Deimerly, Pam Poggenpohl. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Rabe. 
Approval of Agenda – August 13, 2025 
Motion by Olson to approve. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Olson. Nays: None. Motion 
Carried. 
Consent Agenda 
Approval of Minutes from July 23, 2025, City Council Meeting. Claims, checks and direct withdrawals totaling $178,757.47. July 
2025 Revenues Totaling $276,895.61. July 2025 Major Operating Departments Finance Reports. July 2025 Finance Expenditures & 
Revenue Report. IPAIT Report. Motion by Olson to approve.  Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, 
Hinshaw.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Statement of Resident Comments Policy, Mayor Adam Rabe. 
Resident Comments. No comments. 
Old Business 
a) Public Hearing: Proposing To Dispose of Real Property, Parcel #730405010, Locally Known as 699 Marengo Avenue.  

Open the Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m. No public comments. Public Hearing closed at 6:03 p.m. Bid for $7,500 from Steve & 
Margaret Deimerly was accepted. Motion to approve by Hinshaw. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-
Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

b) Public Hearing and Third Reading ORD #542: Approving Revision to Chapter 41-Public Health and Safety; Section 41.12 
Fireworks to Conform with New State Regulations.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m. No public comments. Public 
Hearing closed at 6:04 p.m. Motion to approve by Olson. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, 
Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Public Hearing: On Proposal to Enter into a Sewer Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement.  Open the 
Public Hearing at 6:05 p.m. No public comments. Public Hearing closed at 6:05 p.m. No action taken. 

d) Resolution #26-17: Taking Additional Action on Proposal to Enter into a Sewer Revenue Loan and Disbursement 
Agreement. Motion by Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  
Nays: None. Motion carried. 

e) Public Hearing and First Reading ORD #544: Requesting to Rescind Chapter 24 – Recreation Commission of the City 
Code of Ordinances.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:07 p.m. No public comments. Public Hearing closed at 6:10 p.m. Motion by 
Hinshaw to approve. Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 

New Business 
a) Consideration: Changing City of Marengo’s Recreational Programs Organization Name to Marengo Recreation Club 

(MRC). Motion by Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  
Nays: None. Motion carried. 

b) Consideration: Compass Memorial Temporary Western Avenue Emergency Room Parking Lot Transition to 
Construction Staging Site.  Request included finish date of August 2026. Motion by Olson. Second by Wayson-
Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw. Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Resolution #26-18: Approving Pay Application #1 for May Street Improvements Project - Phase 2.  Motion by Olson to 
approve.  Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 

d) Resolution #26-19: Approving Change Order #7 2023 Marengo Pool Project.  Motion by Olson to table the resolution until 
the next meeting.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 

e) Resolution #26-20: Approving Portzen Pay App Approval.  Motion by Hinshaw to table the resolution until the next meeting.  
Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

f) Consideration: Update on Reconfiguration of the Public Safety Camera System from Corner of Hwy 6 & Eastern Avenue 
to American Legion; and Adding Second Camera at Lion’s Park.  No action taken. 

g) Consideration: Expanding Public Safety Camera System – County Roads shop (SE Entry), CD Shed (NW Entry), and 
Casey’s location (SW Entry).  Motion by Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-
Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

h) Resolution #26-14: Approving Certain Transfers of Funds for FY25.  Motion by Olson to approve.  Second by Wayson-
Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 



i) Resolution #26-15: Approving Marengo Parks to Carry-Over Funds from One Fiscal Year to Another.  Motion by Olson to 
approve.  Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 

j) Resolution #26-16: Approving Police Department to Carry-Over Funds from One Fiscal Year to Another.  Motion by 
Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 

Update Public Safety – Chief Ben Gray 
For June 2025, Chief Gray reported 32 incidents, 7 arrests, 18 citations, 40 warnings, 9 parking tickets with a total of 55 outstanding 
parking tickets, 12 medical calls. 355 calls for service. Chief Gray attended flooding conference call re: Iowa River flooding; all 
officers worked during the July 3 celebration, hosted county wide training with RVIP/DVIP and Asst. County Attorney (Gray, Jepson, 
Eldridge attended), and open full-time position has been posted, and a few interviews are scheduled.  Duty to cut grass: 138 properties 
were posted and 12 were mowed.  
Attorney/ Financial Manager/Administrator Reports.  Financial Manager O’Rourke reported the first part of the software will go 
live next month. City Administrator Marck reported the last day to open swim at the pool will be August 23rd. 
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports. Mayor Rabe reported that S & J Sanitation will no longer be charging the City of Marengo for 
garbage removal. 
Old Business cont. 
f) Consideration: Motion to enter into CLOSED Session Pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5(1)(c) to discuss strategy with Counsel 

in matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent where its disclosure would be likely to prejudice 
or disadvantage the position of the governmental body in that litigation. Motion by Wayson-Kisling to open the closed 
session at 6:39 p.m. Seconded by Kreis. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried. Motion by Olson to return to open session at 6:47 p.m. Seconded by Hinshaw. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-
Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Consideration: Motion on Actions to be Taken from Closed Session. Hinshaw to approve informal resolution as written with 
potential follow up at the next meeting. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw. 
Nays: None. Motion Carried. 
Adjournment 
Motion by Olson.  Second by Wayson-Kisling to adjourn at 6:48 p.m. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw.  Nays: 
None.  Motion Carried.  
 

City of Marengo Claims-8.13.25 
Fund Name  Fund  

General Fund                        `001 $38,077.07 
General Fund Capital Expenditures 002 $25,770.32 
PD Squad Car Fund 011 $24,081.31 
Library Carryover/Donations 021 $849.07 
Road Use Tax Fund 110 $11,025.18 
Pool Renovation/Donations 312 $5,250.00 
Industrial Park Development 323 $300.00 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 328 $9,295.00 
4" Main Project 344 $757.00 
Water Fund 600 $10,107.09 
Sewer Fund 610 $6,930.02 

 Total: $132,442.06 
   

Payee Amount Description 
Payroll $46,315.41 8.1.25 
      

EFT Payments 
Grinnell State Bank $128.46 Return-Bank Fees & July 2025 Fees 
Wellmark $14,231.96 August 2025 Insurance 
Metlife $1,479.14 August 2025 Insurance 
Iowa Department of Revenue $4,881.62 July 2025 Water & Sales Tax 
      

EFT TOTAL: 20,721.18   
  

Aaron Cronbaugh's Lawn Care $8,750.00 July 2025 Mowing-Cemetery 
Acco  $1,941.60 Liquid Chlorine-Pool 



Amazon Capital Business $629.15 July 2025 Supplies-PW/Pool/PD 
Applied Concepts, Inc. $601.10 Brackets-PD 
Astra Security $126.50 August 2025 Camera Fees 
Big G Foods $90.41 July 2025 Supplies-PD/CH 
Bloom $63.75 Protein Bites-Pool 
BP $1,073.72 July 2025 Fuel/Diesel-PD/FD 
BSN Sports $334.84 Flags-MRC 
Carquest of Marengo $72.76 July 2025 Supplies-PW 
City of Marengo Petty Cash $98.50 July 2025 Petty Cash-PW/PD 
Coast to Coast $471.92 Beach Balls-PD 
Cummins Sales & Service $850.74 Generator Maintenance-PW 
Eurofins Envirnoment Testing $724.88 Weekly Wastewater-PW 
Ferguson Waterworks $3,237.00 FY26 Software Renewal-PW 
Got Dough $1,600.60 Cookie Dough-Pool 
HDC Printed Products $584.07 Utility Bills-PW 
High Performance Patch $50.00 No Parking Signs-PW 
Iowa County Abstract $300.00 Abstract 1st Continuation-Industrial Park 
Iowa County Recorder $102.00 Recording Fees-Cemetery 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources $210.00 FY26 NPDES Permit-PW 
Iowa One Call $68.40 One Calls-PW 
J.P. Cooke Company $105.95 2026 Pet Tags 
Karl Chevrolet $24,081.31 25 Squad Car-Tahoe Outfitting-PD 
Kiefer Aquatics $112.50 Whistles-Pool 
Kollmorgen, Schlue, Zahradnik, P.C. $865.88 Legal 
Kruse Tree Trim & Construction $600.00 Stump Removal-4" Main Project 
Fiser Construction $4,425.00 Concrete-Pool 
Marco Technologies $9,905.83 Email/Azure/Upgrades/Maintenance-Lib/CH 
MarenGO $936.00 July 3rd Bathrooms 
Marengo Farm & Home $1,082.85 July 2025 Supplies-PD/PW/Park 
Masters Telecom $17.59 Voicemail-PD 
Mid Country Machinery, LLC $2,661.65 Sweeper Maintenance-PW 
Police Legal Sciences, Inc. $652.00 Training-PD 
Racom $123.75 Microphone-PD 
Roggentien Electric $451.68 July 2025 Maintenance-PW 
Signs Unlimited $825.00 Pergola Sign-Pool 
Standard Pest Control $45.00 Bug Spraying-PD/FD/CH 
Stratton Benscoter (Whitey's) $2,091.00 July 2025 Fuel/Tires/Barrel-PW 
Swift True Value Home Center $1,146.31 July 2025 Supplies-FD/PW/Parks/MRC/Pool 
Tennis Surfaces of Iowa, LLC $16,059.00 Resurface Tennis/Ball Courts-Parks 
Town & Country Wholesale Co. $659.28 Concessions-Pool 
TruGreen Commercial $390.00 Spraying-MRC 
Tyler Technologies $3,559.16 Software Upgrade 
Unique Paving Materials, Corp. $1,175.84 Asphalt Resurfacer-PW 
USA Blue Book $785.27 Pump Tube for Mosquito Sprayer-PW 
USA Communications $108.55 Phone/Internet-Pool/PW 
Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. $9,452.00 Engineering 
Windstream $21.21 Phones/Internet 
WMPF, LLC $763.77 Publications 
      

CHECKS TOTAL: 105,085.32   



      
Access Systems Leasing $792.03 Copy Lease/Prints 
Amazon Capital Business $2,560.00 July 2025 Supplies 
Marco Technologies $71.40 May/June Email 
OverDrive $884.40 Bridges Online Library 
Quill $510.10 July 2025 Supplies 
S&J Sanitation $25.00 Trash 
S&S Plumbing, Heating, & Air $459.00 Service Call 
Standard Pest Control $90.00 Bug Spraying 
Timm Electric, Inc. $888.00 Can Light Service/Bulb 
TK Elevator Corporation $197.82 Maintenance Contract 
US Cellular $87.58 Hotspots 
USA Communications $70.23 Phone/Fax 
      

LIBRARY TOTAL: 6,635.56   
      

GRAND TOTAL: 178,757.47   
      

   
   

Claims Total - Payroll & EFT's 
 

$111,720.88   
 
 
______________________________________ 

                    Adam Rabe, Mayor  
____________________________________ 
Attest: Karla Marck, City Administrator 


