MINUTES
CITY OF MARENGO
CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Marengo Council Chambers
August 27, 2025

Call to Order by Mayor Rabe at 6:00 p.m. on August 27, 2025. Council Officials Present: Jenni Olson, John Hinshaw, Bill Kreis,
Karen Wayson-Kisling, Travis Schlabach. Absent: None. Quorum declared by Rabe.
Staff and Press Present: Admin./Clerk Karla Marck; Deputy Clerk Alli Gerard; Police Chief Ben Gray; Public Works Director
Lonnie Altenhofen; Financial Manager Ellen O’Rourke, Library Director Jackie Jordan; Attorney Gage Kensler, Managing Editor
Winona Whitaker, Hometown Media.
Members of the Public Present: Scott Hamlin, Ariel Lindenmayer, Loralei Trimpe, Rachel Jones, Adam Olson.

Pledge of Allegiance led by Rabe.

Approval of Agenda — August 27, 2025
Motion by Olson to approve. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None.

Motion Carried.

Consent Agenda

Approval of Minutes from August 13, 2025, City Council Meeting. Claims, checks and direct withdrawals totaling $613,570.95.

Approval of Tax Abatement for 712 E. Hilton Street. Approving Liquor License Application for Family Dollar Stores of Towa, LLC

dba Family Dollar 33124. Motion by Olson to approve. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis,

Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion Carried.

Statement of Resident Comments Policy, Mayor Adam Rabe.

Resident Comments. No comments.

Old Business

a) Resolution #26-22: Authorizing the Final Disposition of Real Estate, 699 Marengo Avenue. Motion by Schlabach to
approve. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None.
Motion carried.

b) Public Hearing and Second Reading ORD #544: Requesting to Rescind Chapter 24 — Recreation Commission of the City
Code of Ordinances. Open the Public Hearing at 6:02 p.m. No public comments. Public Hearing closed at 6:02 p.m. Motion to
approve by Olson. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None.
Motion carried.

New Business

a) Resolution #26-23: Setting Public Hearing to Consider Rescinding Section 69.17-School Parking of the City Code of
Ordinances. Motion by Schlabach to approve. Second by Hinshaw. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis,
Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion carried.

b) Resolution #26-24: Approving Pay Application #2 for May Street Improvements Project — Phase 2. Motion to
approve by Hinshaw. Second by Olson. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.

Nays: None. Motion carried.

¢) Consideration: Approving $4.162.08 Payout to FY25 City of Marengo Facade Grant Recipient, lowa County Abstract,
1048 Court Avenue. Motion to approve by Hinshaw. Second by Olson. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis,
Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion carried.

d) Resolution #26-20: Approving Pay Application #13 for 2023 Marengo Pool Project. Motion by Schlabach to approve.
Second by Hinshaw. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion carried.

e) Consideration: Accepting the Iowa Public Information Board Informal Resolution for Case Number 25FC:0012, Filed by
Complainant Matt Loffer, Alleging Iowa Code Chapter 21 Violations. A copy of IPIB’s informal resolution was provided to

council:
The Iowa Public Information Board
In re the Matter of: Case Number: 25FC:0012
Matt Loffer, Complainant
And Concerning: Informal Resolution

City of Marengo, Respondent

On February 3, 2025, Matt Loffer filed formal complaint 25FC:0012, alleging that the City of Marengo (City) violated Iowa Code
Chapter 22. The IPIB accepted this complaint at its meeting on February 20, 2025.

Background: On December 9, 2024, the complainant, Matt Loffer, submitted a Chapter 22 request seeking copies of “call for
service” records involving abandoned vehicles. Twelve records were ultimately released, with an accompanying fee of $78.97. The
City provided a breakdown of this fee as follows: $42.47 was charged for one hour of the city police chief’s time as the official or
employee who responded to the request, $36.00 for the production of the calls for service, and $0.50 for a single highlighted copy of
the Municipal Code of Ordinances which described the criteria for when a vehicle is considered an “abandoned vehicle.” The $36.00
cost was based on Resolution No. 24-46, “A Resolution Setting Fees for City Services,” which provides a $3.00 flat fee for each copy
of a call for service record produced by the City’s police department. In this case, each record was two pages each, for a total of
twenty-five pages, which were delivered electronically. Resolution 24-46, as approved in December 2023, currently lists various fee



schedules for different types of public records. For general records requests, the City charges a $10.00 administrative fee, with a
$20.00/hour fee charged for “labor intensive requests,” and an additional printing fee of either $0.25/page or $0.50/page depending on
whether color ink is used. A different fee schedule applies to police department records, which lists fees of $25.00/DVD for police
video records, $5.00/record for crash reports, $5.00/record plus $0.25/page for incident reports, and $3.00/record for calls for service
reports. Mr. Loffer has paid the $78.97 fee, and the requested records were duly released by the City.

Applicable Law: Although fulfillment of a request for a copy of a public record may be contingent upon receipt of payment of
reasonable expenses, the lawful custodian shall make every reasonable effort to provide the public record requested at no cost other
than copying costs for a record which takes less than thirty minutes to produce. In the event expenses are necessary, such expenses
shall be reasonable and communicated to the requested upon receipt of the request.” lowa Code § 22.3(1). “All reasonable expenses of
the examination and copying shall be paid by the person desiring to examine or copy. The lawful custodian may charge a reasonable
fee for the services of the lawful custodian or the custodian’s authorized designee in supervising the examination and copying of the
records. If copy equipment is available at the office of the lawful custodian of any public records, the lawful custodian shall provide
any person a reasonable number of copies of any public record in the custody of the office upon the payment of a fee. The fee for the
copying service as determined by the lawful custodian shall not exceed the actual cost of providing the service. Actual costs shall
include only those reasonable expenses directly attributable to supervising the examination of and making and providing copies of
public records. Actual costs shall not include charges for ordinary expenses or costs such as employment benefits, depreciation,
maintenance, electricity, or insurance associated with the administration of the office of the lawful custodian. Costs for legal services
should only be utilized for the redaction or review of legally protected confidential information.” Iowa Code § 22.3(2).

Informal Resolution: Following IPIB’s informal resolution process, the parties have reached an agreement that will allow for the
recalculation of fees charged to Mr. Loffer under revised rates. This recalculation is necessary, as the current policy appears to be in
violation of Towa Code § 22.3 according to a determination made by IPIB staff, and the City has consented to a revision of its fee
schedule in order to satisfy these concerns. Pursuant to lowa Code § 23.9, IPIB presents the following terms for an informal resolution
of this matter: 1. This Informal Resolution will be formally approved at a meeting of the Marengo City Council. The City will include
a copy of this Informal Resolution in its meeting minutes and will provide IPIB staff with a copy of the minutes demonstrating
approval. 2. Members of the Marengo City Council, along with the City’s Chief of Police, will complete training on Iowa’s open
meetings and public records laws. This training will be arranged by the City and conducted by IPIB in open session. 3. The City will
work with IPIB staff to amend the records request fees portion of Resolution No. 24-46 to conform to the requirements of lowa Code
§ 22.3(2), with retrieval fees estimated according to anticipated employee time and the cost of materials, if any, rather than charging
flat fees according to the type of record. As a part of this reevaluation, the City will reassess the per-page printing costs to be charged
in the event that physical copies are required. The revised fee policy will also reflect the language in Iowa Code § 22.3(1), which
states that “the lawful custodian shall make every reasonable effort to provide the public record requested at no cost other than
copying costs for a record which takes less than thirty minutes to produce.” Fulfillment of this term will be subject to a final review by
IPIB. 4. Following the adoption of a new policy pursuant to Term #3, the City will work with IPIB staff to recalculate the fees charged
for Mr. Loffer’s December 2024 records request, considering only the costs associated with delivering electronic records. As part of
this recalculation, the City will provide a brief explanation of how the Chief of Police responded to the request, for the purpose of
determining whether the time spent on the request was reasonable. If the recalculated cost is less than $78.97, the City will issue a
partial refund equal to the difference. In the event that the recalculated cost is equal to or greater than $78.97, this term will be
considered satisfied. Fulfillment of this term will be subject to a final review by IPIB. The terms of the Informal Resolution will be
completed within 60 days of the date of approval of this Informal Resolution by all parties. Upon a showing of proof of compliance,
the IPIB will dismiss this complaint as successfully resolved.

THIS INFORMAL RESOLUTION HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE FOLLOWING PARTIES:
Matt Loffer, Complainant / Date; City of Marengo / Date; Title:

Motion by Schlabach to approve. Second by Olson. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.
Nays: None. Motion carried.

f) Resolution #26-25: Setting Fees for City Services — Public Works Skid Loader and Brush Mower. Motion by Schlabach to
approve along with removing the Bulk Water field. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling,
Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion carried.

g) Resolution #26-21: Authorizing Submission of FY25 City Street Financial Report. Motion by Schlabach to approve. Second
by Hinshaw. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion carried.

h) Consideration: Authorizing To Move $168.000 from General Fund to Capital Expenditures. Motion by Hinshaw to
approve. Second by Schlabach. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion
carried.

Update Public Works — Director Lonnie Altenhofen

For August 2025, Altenhofen reported Well 11 has been cleaned and Well 12 will be cleaned next; doing DNR required testing; pulled

a sewer lift pump; May Street is completed and lines painted; cleaned up a nuisance property; pool is closed; Cemetery Cleanup is the

week of September 15%.

Update Public Library — Director Jackie Jordan




Jordan reported the library’s annual survey is due in October; signed a yearly contract with Amana Community Library; CNA classes

have started with 20 students in attendance.

Update Marengo Aquatic Center — Director Shawn Huedepohl

Director Huedepohl reported that total attendance at the pool was 11,934 people with the average attendance being 140 people per

day; concessions saw a $5,500 profit; a total of $45,125 made at the gate, from passes and parties.

Attorney/ Financial Manager/Administrator Reports. Financial Manager O’Rourke reported that we will be going live with 2

software applications in September and live with all software applications in January.
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports. No reports.

Adjournment

Motion by Olson. Second by Wayson-Kisling to adjourn at 6:44 p.m. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw,

Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion Carried.

City of Marengo Claims-8.27.25

Fund Name Fund

General Fund 001 $27,582.97
General Fund Capital Expenditures 002 $4,665.63
Road Use Tax Fund 110 $6,440.17
Pool Renovation/Donations 312 $247,126.90
Pool-May Street/Court Water Main 342 $220,652.53
Water Fund 600 $26,409.76
Sewer Fund 610 $34,480.03
Storm Sewer Fund 740 $1,430.69

Total: $568,788.68
Payee Amount Description
Payroll $44,130.97 | 8.15.25
Payroll 651.30 8.18.25

EFT Payments
Grinnell State Bank $14.50 ACH NSF Fees
EFT TOTAL: 14.50

Alliant Energy $22,552.12 | Electric
Amazon Capital Services, Inc. $215.00 Ink for Printing Checks-CH
Astra Security $3,261.45 Camera Installation-PD
Brian Miller Excavating $272,119.08 | May Street Phase 2
Core & Main $225.00 Plugs-PW
Heiman, Inc. $374.06 Equipment-FD
Iowa County Treasurer $139.60 2025 Special Assessments
Iowa Valley Community Schools $400.00 2026 Scholarships-MRC
Jayson Huebner $150.00 Party Refund-Pool
Kruse Tree Trim & Construction $1,800.00 Short & Adams-Maple Tree & Stump-PW
Lexipol $4,673.18 Law Enforcement Manuals-PD
Marco Technologies $782.33 Software Upgrade/Copier Lease-CH
Marengo Post Office $500.00 Postage-PW
Microbac Technologies $201.50 Drinking Water Analysis-PW
Momar $3,732.51 Bug Spray-PW
Office Express $79.74 Paper-CH
Orange Pride Boosters $48.87 Popsicles-Pool
Portzen Construction, Inc. $247,126.90 | Payment #13-Pool
REC $29.19 Welcome Sign Electric
S&J Sanitation $206.25 July 2025 Trash/Dumpster
Simmons Construction $7,230.00 Re-roofed Shelters-MRC/Park
State Hygienic Laboratory $46.50 Water Testing-PW




Tyler Technologies, Inc.

$884.18

Software Upgrade-CH

Verizon Wireless $586.76 July 2025 Desk/Cell Phones
Visa $601.30 July/August 2025 Charges-PD/CH
Windstream $455.68 Internet/Phones
WMPF Group, LLC $352.98 Publication
CHECKS TOTAL: | 568,774.18
LIBRARY TOTAL: 0.00
GRAND TOTAL: | 613,570.95

Claims Total - Payroll & EFT's

Attest: Karla Marck, City Administrator

$568,774.18

Adam Rabe, Mayor



