
MINUTES 
CITY OF MARENGO 

CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

Marengo Council Chambers 
July 23, 2025 

Call to Order by Mayor Rabe at 6:00 p.m. on July 23, 2025.  Council Officials Present: John Hinshaw, Bill Kreis, Karen Wayson-
Kisling, Travis Schlabach. Absent: Jenni Olson. Quorum declared by Rabe. 
Staff and Press Present: Admin./Clerk Karla Marck; Deputy Clerk Alli Gerard; Police Chief Ben Gray; Public Works Director 
Lonnie Altenhofen; Financial Manager Ellen O’Rourke, Library Director Jackie Jordan; Attorney Gage Kensler, Managing Editor 
Winona Whitaker, Hometown Media.   
Members of the Public Present: Scott Hamlin, Tiffany Shine, Chris Shine. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Rabe. 
Approval of Agenda – July 23, 2025 
Motion by Hinshaw to approve. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion 
Carried. 
Consent Agenda 
Approval of Minutes from July 9, 2025, City Council Meeting. Acceptance of Resignation of Reserve Officer Jorge Ariel Perez-
Adams. Claims, checks and direct withdrawals totaling $177,275.34. Motion by Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Kreis. Vote. Ayes: 
Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Statement of Resident Comments Policy, Mayor Adam Rabe. 
Resident Comments. No comments. 
Old Business 
a) Public Hearing and Second Reading ORD #542: Approving Revision to Chapter 41-Public Health and Safety; Section 

41.12 Fireworks to Conform with New State Regulations.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m. No public comments. Public 
Hearing closed at 6:01 p.m. Motion to approve by Hinshaw. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, 
Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

b) Resolution #26-07: To fix a date for a public hearing on proposal to enter into a Sewer Revenue Loan and 
Disbursement Agreement and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $6,000,000.  
Motion by Schlabach to approve. Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, 
Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Consideration: Approving to Add On-Line Account Access and Payment Module as Part of Tyler Technologies SaaS 
Utility Billing Software Upgrade.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-
Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

d) Resolution #26-13: Approving Purchase of a 2019 F-250 Ford Single Cab Truck for Conversion to Marengo Fire 
Department Grass Truck.  Motion by Hinshaw to approve with changes; paragraph 4 should say additional money and last 
paragraph should have the amount of $26,000. Second by Schlabach.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, 
Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

e) Resolution #26-09: Approving Employment Contract for Tiffany Shine as Marengo Recreation Commission (MRC) 
Director.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, 
Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

New Business 
a) Resolution #26-10: Setting Public Hearing to Consider Rescinding Chapter 24 – Recreation Commission of the City Code 

of Ordinances. Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, 
Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

b) Resolution #26-11: Proposing to Dispose of Real Property and Publishing a Notice of Public Hearing.  Motion 
by Schlabach to approve with changes: construct a one-family dwelling within 2 years, assessed value of lot must 
increase by a minimum of $200,000, service lines for city water and sewer must by constructed and activated within 
2 years of deed transfer. Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, 
Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Consideration: City Sponsoring of REAP Grant for Marengo Trails Project. Withdrawn. 
d) Resolution #26-12: Authorizing Street Closure for Fire Department Water Ball Fight.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  

Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 
e) Resolution #26-04: Approving Marengo Public Library to Carry-Over Funds from One Fiscal Year to Another. Library 

Director Jordan plans upgrade to basement and dramatic play area and stated expenditures shortfall was result of $7k insurance 
payout for windows vs. capital expenditures payout, so shortfall should not be consideration for next year budget allocations.   
Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, 
Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

f) Resolution #26-05: Approving Marengo Recreation Commission to Carry-Over Funds from One Fiscal Year to Another.  
Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  
Nays: None. Motion carried. 

 



 

g) Resolution #26-06: Approving Marengo Pool to Carry-Over Funds from One Fiscal Year to Another.  O’Rourke stated 
funds to be allocated to Pool Maintenance/Upgrades Fund account for future pool maintenance requirements.  Motion by 
Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried. 

Update Public Works – Director Lonnie Altenhofen 
For July 2025, Altenhofen reported 11 shut offs for nonpayment; water tower #1 is cleaned and painted; Well 11 is due for cleaning in 
the next few weeks; attended lagoon preconstruction meeting and plans to start dirt work and lagoon cleaning in the fall; sprayed 
mosquitoes in Marengo and Belle Plaine; May St. project going well; purchased new Ranger and spray tank for the back; 34 locates 
this month; PW to fix storm sewer on Adams St. 
Update Public Library – Director Jackie Jordan 
Jordan reported the library has 2 programs left this summer and 975 people have attended the programs so far. On Wednesdays there 
will be Collaborative Individual Community Support (CICS) to help people sign up for Medicare/Medicaid/Social Security. Jordan is 
working on setting up an automatic call-in for fire alarms and maps on how to exit the library in case of a fire. Jordan presented a 
maintenance plan to S&S Plumbing for the HVAC system.  
Attorney/ Financial Manager/Administrator Reports.  Attorney Kensler reported he is working on getting the IPAIT complaint 
resolved. City Administrator Marck reported city council candidates can file August 25th.  Three council seats and the mayor’s seat are 
up for reelection.  Candidates must have a minimum of 10 signatures. 
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports. No reports. 
Old Business cont. 
f) Consideration: Motion to enter into CLOSED Session Pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5(1)(c) to discuss strategy with Counsel 

in matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent where its disclosure would be likely to prejudice 
or disadvantage the position of the governmental body in that litigation. Motion by Schlabach to open the closed session at 
6:53 p.m. Seconded by Wayson-Kisling. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried. Motion by Hinshaw to return to open session at 7:11p.m. Seconded by Wayson-Kisling. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: 
Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Adjournment 
Motion by Kreis.  Second by Schlabach to adjourn at 7:11 p.m. Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: 
None.  Motion Carried.  
 

City of Marengo Claims-7.23.25 
Fund Name  Fund  

General Fund                        `001 $35,802.37 
General Fund Capital Expenditures 002 $7,456.50 
Road Use Tax Fund 110 $8,315.00 
Pool Renovation/Donations 312 $1,618.68 
4" Main Project 344 $9,212.00 
Water Fund 600 $13,431.96 
Sewer Fund 610 $7,895.64 
Storm Sewer Fund 740 $903.79 

 Total: $84,635.94 
   

Payee Amount Description 
Payroll $47,460.03 7.4.25 
Payroll $43,953.37 7.18.25 
Payroll 1,226.00 7.18.25 Special Pay 

EFT Payments 
Iowa Department of Revenue $5,483.51 June 2025 Water/Sales Tax 
Metlife $1,516.90 July 2025 Insurance 
Wellmark $14,538.17 July 2025 Insurance 
Grinnell State Bank $7.25 NSF Fee-Peska 
      

EFT TOTAL: 21,545.83   
  

ACCO $2,097.40 Liquid Chlorine/Acid-Pool 
Adam Pence $400.00 July 3rd Coverage 
Alliant Energy $22,828.96 Electric 



Amazon Capital Business $127.46 Mirror/Signal Kit/Concessions-PW/Pool 
Astra Security $5,451.50 Camera Repair/Camera's-PD/MRC 
Bloom $85.00 Protein Bites-Pool 
BP $1,017.34 June 2025 Fuel/Diesel-PD/FD 
Cameron's Repair, LLC $642.90 Unit 1 Service-FD 
Casey's General Stores $191.54 June 2025 Fuel-PD 
Core & Main $9,212.00 Supplies-PW 
Creative Product Source, Inc. $403.41 Coloring Books-PD 
Dakota Supply Group $70.80 Marking Paint-PW 
Evan Welsh $250.00 July 3rd Coverage 
Galls, LLC $106.21 Shirt/Emblem Application-PD 
Hawkins, Inc. $1,644.06 Water Plant Chemicals-PW 
Heartland COOP $431.75 Spray-PW/MRC 
High Performance Patch $125.00 Dog Leash Signs-Parks 
Iowa County Sheriff $2,353.00 FY26 Radio Monitoring-PD 
Keystone Savings Bank $280.77 CD Penalty-Cemetery 
Marco Technologies $311.66 Copier Lease/Email Access-CH/MRC 
Marengo Farm & Home $431.62 June 2025 Supplies-PD/Pool/PW/Parks 
Marengo Firefighters Assn $240.00 Fire Calls-FD 
Marengo Post Office $717.00 July 2025 Postage 
MarenGO $2,000.00 2025 Fireworks 
Mayberry Electric $391.41 Camera Electric-MRC 
Northland Securities $550.00 CD Reporting-CH 
Office Express Office Products $92.96 Paper Towels/Receipt Rolls-CH 
Racom $128.26 Earphone Kit-PD 
REC $42.87 Welcome Sign Electric 
S&J Sanitation $197.50 June 2025 Dumpster/Trash 
Standard Pest Control $45.00 Bug Spraying-CH/PD/FD 
State Hygienic Laboratory $14.50 Water Testing-Pool 
T&W Grinding & Compost Service $3,900.00 May-Jul 2025 Composting 
Town & Country Wholesale $577.37 Concessions-Pool 
Tyler Technologies $2,305.00 Software Upgrade 
United Industries $2,128.68 Tables & Chairs-Pool 
Verizon Wireless $605.86 June 2025 Desk/Cell Phones 
Windstream $444.76 Internet/Phones 
WMPF Group, LLC $246.56 Publications 
      

CHECKS TOTAL: 63,090.11   
      

LIBRARY TOTAL: 0.00   
      

GRAND TOTAL: 177,275.34   
      

   
Claims Total - Payroll & EFT's  $63,090.11   

 
______________________________________ 

                    Adam Rabe, Mayor  
____________________________________ 
Attest: Karla Marck, City Administrator 


