
MINUTES 
CITY OF MARENGO 

CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

Marengo Council Chambers 
October 8, 2025 

Call to Order by Mayor Rabe at 6:00 p.m. on October 8, 2025.  Council Officials Present: Jenni Olson, Bill Kreis, John Hinshaw, 
Travis Schlabach. Absent: Karen Wayson-Kisling. Quorum declared by Rabe. 
Staff and Press Present: Admin./Clerk Karla Marck; Deputy Clerk Alli Gerard; Police Chief Ben Gray; Financial Manager Ellen 
O’Rourke, Public Works Director Lonnie Altenhofen, Attorney Gage Kensler, Library Director Jackie Jordan, Managing Editor 
Winona Whitaker, Hometown Media.   
Members of the Public Present: Mark Bickal. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Rabe. 
Approval of Agenda – October 8, 2025 
Motion by Olson to approve. Second by Hinshaw. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 
Consent Agenda 
Approval of Minutes from September 24, 2025, City Council Meeting. Claims, checks and direct withdrawals totaling $233,875.56. 
Approving Liquor License for Curt’s Old Style Tavern. Approval of Tax Abatement Application for 478 West Pine Street.  Motion by 
Kreis to approve.  Second by Hinshaw. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Statement of Resident Comments Policy, Mayor Adam Rabe. 
Resident Comments. No comments. 
Old Business 
a) Public Hearing and First Reading ORD #545: Amending Chapter 69 – Parking Regulations, Requesting to Rescind 

Section 69.17-School Parking of the City of Ordinances.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:02 p.m. No public comments. Public 
Hearing closed at 6:03 p.m. Motion by Hinshaw to approve. Second by Olson. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, 
Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion carried. 

b) Public Hearing and First Reading ORD #546: Amending the City of Ordinances; Chapter 47 – Park Regulations, Adding 
Section 47.11 Riding on Tennis and Basketball Courts.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:03 p.m. No public comments. Public 
Hearing closed at 6:03 p.m. Motion to approve by Olson. Second by Hinshaw. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  
Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Public Hearing and First Reading ORD #547: Amending the City of Ordinances; Chapter 50 – Nuisance Abatement 
Procedure, Amending Section 50.13-Failure to Abate and Chapter 4 – Scheduled Fines, Adding Item #57. Section 50.13 
Failure to Abate.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m. No public comments. Public Hearing closed at 6:09 p.m. Motion to 
approve by Schlabach. Second by Hinshaw. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

New Business 
a) Resolution #26-31: Approving Pay Application #3 (Final) for May Street Improvements Project – Phase 2.  Motion by 

Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Olson.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 
b) Resolution #26-32: Authorizing and approving a Loan and Disbursement Agreement and providing for the issuance and 

securing the payment of Sewer Revenue Bonds, Series 2025.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call 
Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Resolution #26-33: Acceptance of Bid for Tree Removal 2025.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll 
Call Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

d) Consideration: October 30, 2025, from 6:00 p.m.to 8:00 p.m. be designated “Official” Trick or Treat Time.  Motion by 
Hinshaw to approve.  Second by Kreis.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: Olson. Motion carried. 

Update Public Safety – Chief Ben Gray 
For September 2025, Chief Gray reported 20 incidents, 7 arrests, 20 citations, 75 warnings, 4 parking tickets with a total of 53 
outstanding parking tickets, 8 medical calls, 309 calls for service. Chief Gray participated in the ISU/UI ball run and Homecoming 
parade. Conducted extra security for the Rob Sand visit. Cameras have been installed and are working in the southwest and southeast 
entry points. Duty to cut grass: 166 properties were posted and 18 were mowed. 
Attorney/ Financial Manager/Administrator Reports. Financial Manager O’Rourke reported the payroll software configuration is 
finished. Public Works Director Altenhofen reported that one feature at the pool is not working and that is the reason the pool has not 
been drained. Repairs will be done soon. 
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports. No comments. 
Adjournment 
Motion by Schlabach.  Second by Olson to adjourn at 6:27 p.m. Vote. Ayes: Olson, Kreis, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None.  Motion 
Carried.  
 

City of Marengo Claims-10.8.25 
Fund Name  Fund  

General Fund                        `001 $54,258.19 
General Fund Capital Expenditures 002 $4,524.84 
Road Use Tax Fund 110 $4,219.26 
Industrial Park Fund 323 $480.00 



Wastewater Treatment Plant 328 $126,292.63 
Miller & Lafayette Storm 341 $2,219.90 
Water Fund 600 $8,207.36 
Water Deposit Refund 605 $186.13 
Sewer Fund 610 $3,548.85 

 Total: $203,937.16 
   

Payee Amount Description 
Payroll $29,938.40 9/26/2025 
Payroll     

EFT Payments 
Grinnell State Bank $85.07 NSF Check Fees/Bank Fees 
Iowa Department of Revenue $3,637.44 September 2025-Water & Sales Tax 
Wellmark $14,231.96 October 2025 Insurance 
Metlife 1,498.02 October 2025 Insurance 
      

EFT TOTAL: 19,452.49   
  

Amazon Capital Business $38.28 Towels/Cleaner/Pumice Stone-CH 
Astra Security $156.50 October 2025 Camera Fees 
Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling Company $318.92 Beverages-Pool 
Ben Gray $386.82 Mileage-PD 
Brian Miller Excavating, LLC $87,003.51 Contract 2-WWTF Force Main 
BSN Sports $208.19 Line Paint-MRC 
Casey's General Stores $673.86 September 2025 Fuel-PD 
County Materials $14,037.12 Culvert for Driveway-WWTF Project 
Dakota Supply Group $192.00 Curb Stop Wrench-PW 
Eurofins Environment Testing $724.88 Weekly Wastewater-PW 
Hogan & Hansen $20,000.00 FY25 Audit-CH 
Iowa County Recorder $68.00 Recording Fee-Krakow-Cemetery 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources $115.00 FY26 Annual Water Use Fee-PW 
Iowa One Call $151.20 One Calls-PW 
Iowa Treasurer of State $289.88 2025 Unclaimed Property 
iPrint Technologies $780.00 Ink-CH 
Kollmorgen, Schlue, & Zahradnik, PC $3,100.00 September 2025 Legal 
Marco Technologies $489.23 August/September Email/Azure/Crowdstrike 
Masters Telecom, LLC $17.59 Voicemail-PD 
Microbac Technologies $35.00 Drinking Water Analysis-PW 
Quill $17.59 Trash Bags-CH 
R.E.I.C. Iowa County Landfill $18,262.50 Q2 2026 Landfill Fees 
Roggentien Electric $586.70 September 2025 Maintenance-FD/PW 
Skip & Harry LLC $75.00 Water Deposit Refund 
Stratton Benscoter (Whitey's) $547.20 August 2025 Fuel-MRC/PW 
Syncere Printing, LLC $1,099.80 Volleyball Shirts-MRC 
Tiffany Shine $152.42 Shirts/Shed Repair-MRC 
Tyler Technologies $4,524.84 Software Upgrade 
USA Communications $108.55 Internet/Phones 
Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. $27,471.90 Engineering Fees 
Victor Lumber $29.00 Boards for Speed Sign-PW 
WMPF Group, LLC $271.81 Publications 
      



CHECKS TOTAL: 181,933.29   
      

Amazon Capital Services $426.39 Books 
Mango $1,700.00 Subscriptions 
Quill $314.42 September 2025 Supplies 
Swift True Value $22.39 Shelf Brackets 
US Cellular $88.18 Hotspots 
      

LIBRARY TOTAL: 2,551.38   
      

GRAND TOTAL: 233,875.56   
      

   
   
Claims Total - Payroll & EFT's  $184,484.67   

 
 
 
______________________________________ 

                    Adam Rabe, Mayor  
____________________________________ 
Attest: Karla Marck, City Administrator 


