
MINUTES 
CITY OF MARENGO 

CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING  

Marengo Council Chambers 
September 10, 2025 

Call to Order by Mayor Rabe at 6:00 p.m. on September 10, 2025.  Council Officials Present: John Hinshaw, Karen Wayson-Kisling, 
Travis Schlabach. Absent: Jenni Olson, Bill Kreis. Quorum declared by Rabe. 
Staff and Press Present: Admin./Clerk Karla Marck; Deputy Clerk Alli Gerard; Police Chief Ben Gray; Financial Manager Ellen 
O’Rourke, Attorney Gage Kensler, Managing Editor Winona Whitaker, Hometown Media.   
Members of the Public Present: Scott Hamlin, Heidi Zysk, Pam Poggenpohl, Rachel Jones, Braidon Grant, Leann Barten. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Rabe. 
Approval of Agenda – September 10, 2025 
Motion by Hinshaw to approve. Second by Schlabach. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 
Consent Agenda 
Approval of Minutes from August 27, 2025, City Council Meeting. Approval of Minutes from September 5, 2025, City Council 
Special Session – Approval of Liquor License for Casa Oaxaca LLC dba J.A. Casa Magnolia. Approval of Tax Abatement 
Application for 340 Garfield Avenue. Claims, checks and direct withdrawals totaling $228,051.81. Motion by Schlabach to approve.  
Second by Hinshaw. Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 
Statement of Resident Comments Policy, Mayor Adam Rabe. 
Resident Comments. Hamlin commented on scooters and whether they must obey current traffic laws. 
Old Business 
a) Public Hearing and Third Reading ORD #544: Requesting to Rescind Chapter 24 – Recreation Commission of the City 

Code of Ordinances.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:02 p.m. No public comments. Public Hearing closed at 6:02 p.m. Motion by 
Schlabach to approve. Second by Hinshaw. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach. Nays: None. Motion 
carried. 

b) Public Hearing and First Reading ORD #545: Amending Chapter 69 – Parking Regulations, Requesting to Rescind 
Section 69.17-School Parking of the City of Ordinances.  Open the Public Hearing at 6:03 p.m. No public comments. Public 
Hearing closed at 6:03 p.m. Motion to approve by Hinshaw. Second by Wayson-Kisling. Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, 
Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

New Business 
a) Resolution #26-26: Approving Pay Application #1; Contract 1 = Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements.  Motion 

by Schlabach to approve.  Second by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried. 

b) Resolution #26-27: Authorizing Street Closure for 2025 IV Homecoming Parade.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  Second 
by Hinshaw.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

c) Consideration: Approving Annual Urban Renewal Report, Fiscal Year 2024-2025.  Motion by Schlabach to approve.  
Second by Wayson-Kisling.  Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Update Public Safety – Chief Ben Gray 
For August 2025, Chief Gray reported 17 incidents, 5 arrests, 18 citations, 83 warnings, 4 parking tickets with a total of 53 
outstanding parking tickets, 12 medical calls, 324 calls for service. Chief Gray attended the Radio Governance Board meeting, held 
National Night Out Event, continued to collect applications and conducted interviews.  The building will be painted in the next couple 
weeks. Duty to cut grass: 151 properties were posted and 14 were mowed. 
Attorney/ Financial Manager/Administrator Reports.  Attorney Kensler plans to schedule IPIB training for the October 23rd 
meeting. Financial Manager O’Rourke reported the first part of the new software is complete with more applications to follow. City 
Administrator Marck reports the pumps at the pool are fixed and working; election nomination papers are due September 18, 2025. 
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports. No comments. 
Adjournment 
Motion by Hinshaw.  Second by Schlabach to adjourn at 6:15 p.m. Vote. Ayes: Wayson-Kisling, Hinshaw, Schlabach.  Nays: None.  
Motion Carried.  

City of Marengo Claims-9.10.25 
Fund Name  Fund  

General Fund                        `001 $24,437.31 
General Fund Capital Expenditures 002 $3,853.09 
Insurance Levy Fund 005 $10,000.00 
Fire Dept Carryover Fund 007 $19,000.00 
PD Squad Car Fund 011 $54,601.20 
Library Carryover/Donations 021 $718.04 
Bahr-Library Gifts/Memorals 033 $930.24 
Road Use Tax Fund 110 $5,620.29 
TIF Façade/Catalyst Grant 126 $4,162.08 
Industrial Park Development 323 $140.00 



Wastewater Treatment Plant 328 $8,350.00 
Pool-May Street/Court Water Main 342 $43,860.21 
4" Main Project 344 $3,790.00 
Water Fund 600 $5,655.42 
Sewer Fund 610 $320.46 
Storm Sewer Fund 740 $285.70 

 Total: $185,724.04 
   

Payee Amount Description 
Payroll $42,327.77 8/29/2025 
Payroll     

EFT Payments 
Grinnell State Bank $82.95 August 2025 Bank Fees 
      

EFT TOTAL: $82.95   
  

Aaron Cronbaugh Lawncare $5,250.00 August 2025 Mowing-Cemetery 
Amazon Capital Business $483.94 August 2025 Supplies-PD/CH 
Astra Security $126.50 September 2025 Camera Fees 
Big G Food Supplies $224.14 August 2025 Supplies-PD/CH/Pool 
BP $100.91 August 2025 Diesel-FD 
Brian Miller Excavating LLC $43,802.23 May St. Phase 2-Payments 2 
Brtie Upstate Wholesale Supply, Inc. $4,496.00 Car Computer-PD 
BSN Sports $894.96 Footballs-MRC 
Cameron's Repair, LLC $179.54 Skid Loader Maintenance-PW 
Carquest of Marengo $171.88 August 2025 Supplies-PW 
Casey's General Store $981.28 August 2025 Fuel-PD 
Charles Capper Auto Center, Inc. $50,229.42 23 Tahoe Oil Change/Service/'24 Tahoe Purchase-PD 
Conner Knapp $165.54 Certificates-PW 
Dakota Supply Group $3,790.00 Hydrant-4" Main Project 
ECICOG $1,200.00 CDBG Administration 
Eurofins Environment Testing $635.33 Weekly Wastewater-PW 
Galls, LLC $307.99 Jersey Bar Halligan-PD 
Got Dough $614.80 Cookie Dough-Pool 
Hach Company $198.09 Water Plant Supplies-PW 
Hawkins, Inc $2,108.15 Water Plant Chemicals-PW 
High Performance Patch $150.00 Signs-Parks 
Iowa County Abstract $4,162.08 Grant-Economic Development 
Iowa County Treasurer $36.00 Special Assessment 
Iowa One Call $66.60 One Calls-PW 
Iowa Peace Officers Association $90.00 FY2026 Dues-PD 
Juanita Plowman $10,000.00 Plowman Reserve Check 
Knapp Construction $20.00 Refund Building Permit 
Kollmorgen, Schlue, & Zahradnik, PC $2,600.00 July-August 2025 Legal 
Marco Technologies, LLC $1,054.24 Computer Maintenance/Email/Azure/Copier Lease 
Marengo Farm & Home $387.16 August 2025 Supplies-PD/PW/Parks 
Marengo Firefighters Assn $19,075.00 Grass Truck/Fire Call-FD 
Masters Telecom, LLC $17.59 Voicemail-PD 
Microbac Laboratories $1,333.50 Water Testing-PW 
On Target Ammunition $1,119.69 Ammo-PD 
Racom Corporation $3,744.00 Renewal-PD 



Roggentien Electric $1,380.88 August 2025 Maintenance-PW 
S&J Sanitation $2,695.15 August 2025 Dumpster/Iberg Cleanup 
S&S Plumbing, Heating, & Air $625.08 Hooked Up Plumbing-FD 
SA-SO $385.06 Beacon Replacement Battery-PW 
Standard Pest Control $45.00 Bug Spraying-CH/PD/FD 
Stratton Benscoter (Whitey's) $1,619.19 August 2025 Fuel/Diesel/Tire Repair-PW/MRC 
Swift True Value Home Center $702.07 August 2025 Supplies-PW/MRC/FD 
Syncere Printing, LLC $700.20 Football Uniforms-MRC 
Tyler Business Forms $640.52 Check Stock & Envelopes-CH 
Tyler Technologies Inc. $3,853.09 Software Upgrade 
USA Communications $108.55 Phone/Internet-Pool/PW 
Veenstra & Kimm, Inc $7,778.00 Engineering 
Verizon Wireless $637.06 August 2025 Desk/Cell Phones 
Williamsburg Recreation Center $750.00 Football League-MRC 
Windstream $117.88 Internet/Phones 
WMPF Group, LLC $374.43 Publications 
      

CHECKS TOTAL: 182,228.72   
      

Access Systems Leasing $498.63 Copier Lease 
Amazon Capital Business $1,790.11 August 2025 Supplies 
Johnson Controls $976.85 Fire Alarm System 
S&J Sanitation $25.00 Trash Service 
US Cellular $88.18 Hotspots 
USA Communications $33.60 Telephone/Fax 
      

LIBRARY TOTAL: 3,412.37   
      

GRAND TOTAL: 228,051.81   
      

   
   

Claims Total - Payroll & EFT's 
 

$185,641.09   
 
 

 
 
______________________________________ 

                    Adam Rabe, Mayor  
____________________________________ 
Attest: Karla Marck, City Administrator 


